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Fr. Joe Grimaldi

You undoubtedly enjoy our
Weekend Associate, Fr. Joe
Grimaldi, but how much do you
know about his fascinang life?

THE EARLY YEARS

Joseph Grimaldi, the second of
four children (he has an older
sister and two younger brothers),
was born in 1940, the very same
year his parents and sister arrived
in the U.S. from Italy.
The
Grimaldi family landed in New
York City and se/led in a coldͲ
water ﬂat in the “Italian Ghe/o” at
115th and East River. When Joe
was young, only Italian was
spoken in the Grimaldi home. His
ﬁrst real exposure to the English
language came when he started
school at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, run by the Sisters of
Charity.


THE CALL
In 1950, his family moved to the
Bronx, and he transferred to Holy
Rosary School. Joe then a/ended
All Hallows High School, run by the
Chrisan Brothers of Ireland.
During that me, he started to
think about the posive impact
the brothers were having on him
and his classmates and began to
think he might want to do the
same with his own life. When he
brought the idea up to his parents,
the concept of their oldest son
becoming a Chrisan Brother was
not wellͲreceived. One of his
mentors, Brother Luke Nagle,
suggested that he and Joe say a
novena and on the ﬁnal day, invite
his parents to discuss Joe’s desire
to join the Chrisan Brothers. On,
February 11th of his senior year,
Mr. and Mrs. Grimaldi met with
Brother Luke and Joe and agreed
to accept Joe’s plan.

BECOMING A BROTHER
That summer, Joe began his
postulancy in New Jersey on the
Toms River. One year later, he
entered the noviate with 74
others. The noviate was located
on 1,000 beauful acres in West
Park, on the banks of the Hudson
River. From May to October, he
remembers that they could not
use showers, but had to bathe
each morning in the Hudson River
using Ivory soap. 
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AAer the noviate, Joe a/ended
Iona College in New Rochelle, New
York, where he earned a
bachelor’s degree in French.



MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Brother Joe’s ﬁrst assignment was
to a newer Chrisan Brothers’
school, located in Birmingham,
Michigan: Brother Rice High
School.
His family members
thought he was going to the far
west and his mother equipped him
with warm clothes for the cold,
cold weather he would be facing!

The year that Brother Joe came to
Brother Rice was the ﬁrst year that
Rice had a junior class. In 1962, he
was moderator of the yearbook
and created the seal and mo/o
which Rice sll uses today. Brother
Joe stayed at Rice for 11 years,
including several years serving as
assistant principal.

In 1974, he was assigned to
Damien High School in Honolulu,
Hawaii, and spent six years there.
While at Damien, Brother Joe was
drawn to the priesthood. When he
expressed interest in becoming a
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priest, his provincial advised
him to “pray about it.”

In 1980, he was assigned back
to Brother Rice, this "me as
principal.
While there, he
con"nued to express interest in
the priesthood and was ﬁnally
given clearance to inves"gate
his op"ons. Then, in 1985, the
Bishop of Honolulu invited
Brother Joe to study to become
a priest for the Diocese of
Honolulu.


BECOMING A PRIEST
In 1986, he began studies at
Catholic University and three
years later earned a degree in
theology. He then spent one
year of study at the Pon"ﬁcal
Gregorian University in Rome.


In 1990, Brother Joe was
ordained in the Diocese of
Honolulu, becoming Fr. Joe. He
then spent ﬁve years as pastor
of St. John Vianney parish in
Kailua, Hawaii. Fr. Joe was then
sent to Pon"ﬁcal University of
Saint Thomas Aquinas (the
Angelicum) for two years to
study for his Canon Law license.

CONTINUING GOD’S WORK
When Fr. Joe returned to
Hawaii, he was assigned as Vicar
General and Judicial Vicar for all
the Hawaiian Islands. He stayed
in that posi"on un"l 2007 when
he “re"red.” 


He then went to central
California where he was
Chaplain at Dominican Hospital
and, a;er three months, he was
assigned as pastor of Holy
Eucharist Parish in California.
When Fr. Joe arrived at Holy
Eucharist, there were wildﬁres
occurring and the church
parking lot was being used as a
staging area to ﬁght the ﬁre. He
was informed that the CDF
(California
Department
of
Forestry and Fire Protec"on)
had taken over the parking lot
and the rectory. In the Va"can,
CDF stands for Congrega"on for
the Doctrine of the FaithͲͲan
outcrop of the Inquisi"onͶso
when Fr. Joe heard that the CDF
had taken over his parish, his
immediate reac"on was, “Dear
God, what have I done wrong!”

Fr. Joe undertook many tasks at
Holy
Eucharist,
including
mul"ple facility projects, the
crea"on of a Spanish Mass to
welcome
the
Hispanic
community,
and
other
evangeliza"on eﬀorts to grow
the parish.
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In 2010, Fr. Joe decided to
oﬃcially re"re. Because of the
las"ng rela"onships he had
made while working at Brother
Rice, he decided to return to the
place he calls home: Michigan.
Fortunately for us, he now
assists with Masses, funerals,
weddings and other sacraments
at St. Hugo, St. Regis, St. Owen,
and St. Thomas More. 


Fr. Joe has also teamed with
Ken Calvert, a wellͲknown
Detroit area Rock DJ, to create
podcasts. He has over 24,000
listeners and over 165 episodes.
Visit thefatherjoepodcast.com
to listen and become a follower.
In his spare "me, Fr. Joe enjoys
walking in the Birmingham area
and
along
the
Detroit
Riverfront.

