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This is our final week in the Stewardship Series on increased giving here at St. Hugo’s. The first 
week, our business manager, Brian Bartkowiak, gave a “state of the parish” address detailing 
some of the financial challenges the parish has been facing and the importance of the weekly 
offertory, coupled with the reality of fewer people in the pews. Last week, Fr. Tony gave a 
wonderful reflection on the great legacy of generosity St. Hugo’s has had in the past, up to the 
current day. This beautiful parish wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for this legacy, so thank you!  And 
this week, it falls to me to speak about why we should give: the reason and motivation behind it.   
 
I was going to speak from behind the ambo and record the homily, but we just didn’t have 

enough phone books for me to stand on, so I am delivering it live. 😊 Also, I’m here live 

because of how important this message is for our parish, and for each and every one of us. Our 
Gospel for today set an interesting tone. Jesus has just witnessed and commented on the poor 
widow giving all she had (a penny) to the temple offertory. Now he sees all the people adoring 
the beauty of the temple. He looks up and says, “You know, one of these days all that you see 
here will no longer exist; it will all be torn down.”  Thanks Jesus, way to be a downer. Why 
should we give? Why should we invest our hard-earned money, when this place, this space, will 
one day no longer be here? (Sure, it will outlast us, but it won’t be around forever.) Because of 
what’s found here…but we will get to that.       
 
Stewardship only makes sense in light of discipleship. Stewardship is a disciple’s response.  
Stewardship flows out of discipleship. We need to understand that before we move on. 
Stewardship is the proper and prudent handling of our time, talent, and treasure. And how well 
we handle these three things flows from our identity as disciples of the Master, our Lord and our 
God (“Jesus” in the words of St. Thomas). Now each and every one of us has been baptized; 
we have been made disciples. And when He created us, God gave us life anew in the waters of 
baptism. He gave us something. Theologians call it “The Great Return.” It’s a theological 
concept: everything that comes from God ultimately should return to God. That’s what the 
disciple does. The disciple follows Jesus, the Son of God: as he comes forth out of the Trinity; 
as he’s made incarnate; lives his earthly life; recruits us and the disciples to walk with him, to 
serve with, to die with him, to rise with him and to ascend back to God the Father with him! The 
gas that makes it all go around is stewardship: how we use our time, talent, and treasure.   
 
Let’s look at these three, starting with time and talent, because they are different than treasure.  
Why is it easier to give time and talent to the Church rather than money?  “I’ll volunteer for this 
ministry; I’ll serve in this way….” It’s easier to give time to the Church because we know it isn’t 
ours. Does anyone have time locked in a safe at their house that they can go into and take it 
out? Of course not. So, to give time doesn’t hurt as much because we don’t own it.   
 
It’s the same with talents. All the gifts we have are blessings. We may have worked hard for 
intellect or for physical ability, but we don’t own it. One day it will leave us because of physical 
or mental ailments.   



 
 

 
But money…money is different. Money feels like ours!  “It’s mine; I worked hard for it.”  Reach 
into your pocket. Feel your wallet. Last week I lost my wallet—worst feeling in the world 
because it represents what is ours. That’s why it’s hard to give it away. As disciples, it’s 
important to give it away—we must give it away—because it’s more of an attachment than time 
and talent are. It keeps us bound to this earth more than time and talent. And in this life, we 
want to disassociate ourselves of anything in this life that keeps us bound to the earth so that 
when we die, we can ascend, returning to God. The more attachments we have, the longer our 
stay in purgatory will be. That’s not good: we want to be light; we want to be free to ascend.   
 
There was a family who came out of Mass recently and the dad said to his wife, “Father’s homily 
wasn’t very good.” His wife said, “Yeah, and the choir sang off-key today.” (Fortunately, neither 
of these things happens here :D) Their 7-year old son was listening, and he spoke up. “It 
seemed ok to me…and it only cost us a dollar.”  Our giving shouldn’t necessarily be based on 
performance: a one-to-one ratio of what we receive externally on a particular Sunday. But what 
we receive here is of infinite value: the Eucharist, the sacraments, Divine life!  It’s the pearl of 
great price as the Bible says, and we should give everything away in order to possess it.      
 
You and I are disciples of Jesus! As disciples, we give as Jesus gave. We give everything.  
Jesus on the cross disposed himself of everything. Naked, beaten, alone, he gave everything, 
holding nothing back. So we are called to do this because we love him! Like the widow in the 
temple, we don’t just give out of our surplus. We give all we have. Our gift of money to the 
Church should hurt from time to time. We should feel it!  That hurt [point to crucifixion], and yet 
Jesus gave.   
  
Your Pastor, Fr. Tony, is asking you to give along with me, Fr. George, Fr. Joe, Fr. Mark, and 
Fr. Joseph. But St. Hugo’s isn’t my parish; St. Hugo’s isn’t Fr. Tony’s parish: it’s yours!  This is 
your parish. Give, because this is your home and you want to take care of it and allow others to 
become disciples of Jesus, too! We are about saving souls here. Bringing others to Jesus. And 
when we die and return to God—as we stand before Him empty-handed because we gave it all 
away—we will receive the treasure of infinite value!  Amen.   
 
     
 
 

 


