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Last week, you heard from our business manager about some financial topics and the 
current state of Sunday giving. We are thankful to all of you who provide support to the 
parish and sacrifice to share with the rest of our family.  
 
St. Hugo’s has a great legacy of generosity. As your pastor, I am most grateful to all of 
you in this parish community; especially for all that you do for those in need. 
 
The constant mission of this parish is to Unleash the Gospel and make Jesus present in 
our lives and in the lives of others. Our first mission is internal and that is to celebrate the 
Eucharist. When I first came to St. Hugo’s and spoke at all the Masses, I told the 
congregation that if they did not feel better when they left, they could blame me. My first 
and most important responsibility is to celebrate the sacraments in such a way that Christ 
does become present to you spiritually. I promised preaching that would be well prepared 
and music that would be inspiring. We have that every day and every weekend at St. 
Hugo’s. Equal to that responsibility is the education of our children both in the school and 
religious education program. I am happy to say that both are exceptional.  
 
As pastor, I must say that our mission to the poor is one of our great priorities. You have 
willingly joined me in so many outreach ministries. Holy Redeemer is our sister church in 
Southwest Detroit. We have given her support for almost thirty years. We have a sister 
church in Jamaica, Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in Montego Bay. She also has had our 
support for almost thirty years. We have always tried to give ten percent of our income to 
various charities in and around the Archdiocese of Detroit. Closer to home, we have 
always given substantial support to the Ladies of Charity and the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. When Hurricane Katrina hit the people of New Orleans, we adopted ten families 
and provided housing, transportation, food and clothing for a year so that they could get 
back on their feet. 
 
Look around you. Look at your neighbors. Your connection to St. Hugo’s allows you to 
participate in so many ways to the mission of the church which is the mission of Jesus 
Himself. I feel blessed to be a part of this ministry, this parish, these people. I am grateful 
beyond words. 
 
Since 1931, the parish of St. Hugo of the Hills has served the needs of people in and 
around Bloomfield Hills. Since its beginnings, our parish has been steeped in a great 
tradition of generosity, beginning with the McManus family, our founding 
benefactors. When Mr. McManus moved to this area, it was his intention to build a school 
for boys. Sadly, when his son Hugo passed away on September 6, 1929, he and his wife 
decided to build a church. Groundbreaking began in 1931. As construction began, their 
second son Hubert died December 11, 1931 after a six-month illness. They named the 
Church St. Hugo of the Hills and dedicated it to their two deceased sons. 



 
 

  
 

 
 
The blessings continued. As the chapel was being built, the St. Walter Chapel, a 
temporary wooden structure was built by Walter O Briggs, a recent convert. At the same 
time, the cornerstone for the newly named St. Hugo of the Hills Country Day school was 
laid July 15, 1940. This was also a gift of Walter O. Briggs.    



 
 

 
 
As the school grew, it was apparent that the 
parish did not own the land between the school 
and the stone chapel. At that point, William Van 
Dyke donated nine acres to the parish 
connecting, for the first time, the land between 
the school and the chapel and providing at the 
same time, a large playfield next to the school.  
 

When I arrived July 1
st
, 1985, the parish needed 

substantial repair beginning with the school. I thought of building a new school building, 
but the architects told me it would cost about thirty million dollars and would have to be 
built on the site of the playfield which would put the new playfield on the corner of Hickory 
Grove and Opdyke Road. That was not going to happen. The architects assured me that 
the current school building was very strong structurally and could be completely restored 
for 10 million dollars. The Parish Council presented this information to you and, as 
always, You came through.  

 
 
At that time, the chapel was in terrible shape. Someone had covered all the wood, 
including the overhead beams with polyurethane. Moisture got in the beams from the side 
walls and could not get out. One morning during daily Mass there was a very loud 
crack. The beam above me had a two-inch fissure from wall to wall. In the coming 
months, the other beams cracked in the same way. With the advice of several 
engineering companies, it was decided that we had to strip all the wood in the chapel and 
provide air conditioning to save the place. It was a major overhaul but would have the 
chapel look exactly the same after the work was completed. The cost was to be 3.7 
million dollars. 
  
The work in the chapel took one year to complete. It was the most difficult fundraiser we 
had during my time as pastor but, in the end, you did it again and I am most grateful. 
 



 
 

When I came in 1985, we had eleven Masses on the weekend, two on Saturday and nine 
on Sunday divided between the St. Walter’s Chapel and the stone church. We were 
constantly looking for weekend help. Along with that, the St. Walter’s Chapel leaked like a 
sieve when it rained. It was also a fire waiting to happen. I knew that a new church would 
be a difficult sell. Then we had an act of God. The choir was rehearsing during a 
rainstorm and the ceiling collapsed. It exposed romilar wiring, some of which had the ends 
exposed. I brought a light socket showing the seriously frayed wires, to the next council 
meeting and we began the process of developing and creating a new worship space. We 

broke ground on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17
th
, 1988. Cardinal Szoka dedicated the 

church on April 16
th
, 1989. We completed this building in thirteen months. The cost was 

6.5 million dollars. To stay in budget, we cut out the bell tower, four offices and a larger 
parish hall. More than seven hundred of you went door to door over a five-year 
period. And boy did you come through. In the end, we had almost seventy percent of this 
parish participate in raising the funds, unheard of in the Archdiocese of Detroit. We paid 
off our debt in five years. I was beyond grateful.  
 

It was after the dedication that a great friend of the 
parish, Wilda King Tiffany, expressed her 
disappointment that we did not build the Bell 
Tower. Ultimately, she decided that she would 
donate the money for the project. It was to cost 2.2 
million. She transferred over the first million and left 
her house and some funds from her estate to 

complete the project. She died on July 8
th
 and 

construction on the tower began on July 12
th
, hours 

after her funeral.  
 
The history of this parish is a history of a faithful, 
loving and generous people. I am fortunate and 
honored to have shared this journey with you for 
the past 34 years. 
 
May God give us the Grace, the determination and 
the strength to continue. 

 

 


