
Hello friends, 

 

Mitchell and I are so pleased that public Masses are once again taking place at St. Hugo’s.   We’ve 

missed all of you.  We’ve missed all our various choirs, cantors and instrumentalists.  Among those 

choirs is the one all of you are a part of- the choir that is the assembly.  I bet you didn’t know you were 

part of a choir!  St. Hugo’s is a singing parish and your voices raised to the glory of God is a true 

inspiration to Mitchell and to me.  Fr. Tony deserves a lot of credit for nurturing sacred music over the 

years and the music staff feels privileged to be a part of this special community of faith. 

 

While we will be together once again in worship, many things will look and sound different.  Among 

those is music.   Several medical studies have shown that singing poses a significant risk of spreading 

contagion beyond the 6 feet deemed sufficient for social distancing.  Unfortunately, that means that it is 

simply not safe, at this time, for congregational and choral singing.  We all wish this weren’t the case, 

but our primary concern is your safety.   So, at least temporarily, we will not be singing as an assembly. A 

cantor will be present for Mass, along with Mitchell or myself.  The cantor will sing settings of the 

Entrance and Communion Antiphons, which are texts prescribed for every Sunday and feast, just like the 

readings and Responsorial Psalm.  They are beautiful texts that sum up the day we celebrate.  The 

Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation will also be sung, but without the usual congregational 

refrains.  The Mass ordinary, including the Gloria and acclamations found during the Eucharistic prayer 

will be spoken.  The organ and piano will accompany the liturgical actions during the processions at 

Mass, including the Entrance and Communion processions, following the singing of the antiphons, as 

well as during the Preparation of the Gifts.    

 

One of our great traditions at St. Hugo is Fr. Tony singing the Eucharistic Prayer.  He will continue to do 

this, but he asks that you refrain from the responses.   

 

Remember, this is only temporary.   We will raise our voices together again.  In the meantime, we 

encourage you to reflect even more deeply on the texts and music you hear during this period of change 

in our liturgical practices.  Above all, we want you to stay safe and healthy. 

 

Mitchell and I continue to keep all of you in our prayers.   We ask that you pray for us, and for the 

cantors, as we begin this new phase of our ministries. 

 

May God continue to bless all of you. 

 

See you soon. 


